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 - Short Story computer - Short Story Enjoy. I.T. - the $365 million dollar hoax As the new millennium dawns, the Internet is
changing the world faster than the speed of light. The networks of individuals are blurring with the infrastructure of

corporations and governments. The businesses of the world are beginning to consolidate. It's 2004. The free people of the
Internet have long since escaped the clutches of the National Security Agency (NSA) and the Department of Homeland

Security. The Internet has become the new world's largest economic powerhouse. Yet, an all-powerful American empire has
been born here. Unnoticed by the public, a massive telecommunications industry has grown to provide the logistical and

technological infrastructure for a new American empire. In Washington, D.C., the government and the telecommunications
industry have allied together to create the Orwellian sounding United States Information and Technology Services (US-IT). It is
this entity that is secretly controlling the Internet. US-IT began its existence in 1993 as a joint venture of the public and private
sectors of the telecommunications industry. In many ways, the agency is like the Pentagon, only with significantly more power.

The sole purpose of the organization is to create a covert communications network that links all government, military, law
enforcement, and corporate intelligence operations. Within US-IT, the agency is divided into three components: 1. a commercial

and technical infrastructure (CTI) organization that handles the day-to-day operations of the agency's activities; 2. a high-level
management organization (HLM) that directs the work of CTI and handles the day-to-day management of the agency; 3. a

covert intelligence operations (ICO) organization that handles the day- to-day operations of the agency's intelligence activities.
US-IT has very few checks and balances. Its budget is largely hidden from the public, and its activities are largely hidden from

Congress. The U.S. Congress has now passed a non-binding resolution, the International Telecommunications Act of 2002 (USA
PATRIOT ACT), which is basically a bill to create a quasi-federal agency (USA PATRIOT ACT) that would control the U.S.
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